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“Masasi & Newala News” is produced by Gill Hucker with assistance from a number
of other Masasi supporters. The Editorial Team would be very pleased to hear from
anyone who has any comments, articles or information that they would like included in
the next issue.
If you know of anyone who would like to receive future copies of “Masasi & Newala
News”, please send their name and address to Gill Hucker at the address below. There
is no charge for the newsletter, but contributions towards the cost of postage are always
appreciated.
Gill Hucker, 6 Erme Park, Ermington, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 9LY
Telephone : 01548 830407 Email : gillhucker@btinternet.com

Please note that the opinions expressed in “Masasi & Newala News”
are those of the individual writers, and not necessarily those
of the Editorial Team, who nevertheless reserve the right
to edit contributions as they think fit.
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR :
We apologise for the delay in producing this latest issue of Masasi & Newala
News, but we had been awaiting news from the two Dioceses. We are
delighted to report that Bishop Patrick’s Christmas and New Year letter was
received shortly before Christmas, and Bishop Oscar’s report was received on
New Year’s Day – and in theory we were then in a position to go to press.
However, since we knew that the Trustees of the Friends of Masasi & Newala
had planned to meet in Bristol on 10 January, we delayed publication of the
Newsletter until we were able to include a report from this meeting.
But this further delayed publication of M&NN, since the Trustees decided at this
meeting to concentrate their efforts on developing the new website and wanted
therefore to wait until the new website was up and running before going to
press.
However we are delighted to report that the new website
www.friendsofmasasiandnewala.co.uk is now live and at last we are able to go
ahead and produce this latest issue of Masasi & Newala News, which we hope
all our supporters will find of interest.

DIOCESE OF MASASI
CHRISTMAS NEWS LETTER AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 2012
Dear Friends, Benefactors, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
May the peace of Christ born in Bethlehem be with you and wish you a Happy
New Year 2012.
I am sending the Christmas wishes to all our Friends, Benefactors, Brothers and
Sisters and all who pray for the Diocese of Masasi; through them we continue
to receive God’s Blessings.
Since my last Newsletter, the Diocese has experienced wonders through the
hands of Good Samaritan people; in spite of their problems they continue to
pray for and support the Diocese. This shows that they care for the Diocese and
share the pain with the Diocese. Through their love and commitment, many
people visited the Diocese in order to SHARE, STRENGTHERN our
FRIENDSHIP and RELATIONSHIP; we give thanks for your generosity.
I would like to mention a few who visited the Diocese - individuals, groups and
couples : +Barry Clarke and Archdeacon Janet from the Diocese of Montreal,
Susan and Tereza from Minchinhampton, Terry Bailey from UK and Marsha
Hunter from Canada.
Also Mrs Stephanie from the USPG, who visited to see the work of PHC and the
dispensaries, and the Mothers’ Union from the Diocese of Winchester.
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We continue to give thanks to :
• The Friends of Masasi and the Trustees for giving their time for the
Diocese, for the Bishop Trevor Huddleston Scholarship Scheme and
salaries for the teachers at the Rondo.
• The Dutch Doctors for continued support to the Diocese for renovating
Chidya Dispensary; now more effort is required for the Rondo to put in a
new building, and the purchase of drugs through Action Medeor.
• All Saints’ Church, West Dulwich which sends fund through
Jean Castledine for support towards easing hunger; and all others who
help us to feed the needy.
• CIDA Government through PWDF for supporting the Development
Project for the Rural Areas in Masasi and Nanyumbu District - both
Districts are in Masasi Diocese.
• Together with all who support the Diocese through the Friends of Masasi.
• Canon Dr Michael and Jane from the University of Saskatoon for putting
effort for Rondo and funds for building the Pre-Form one dormitory.
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE DIOCESE
Renovation of the Bishop’s house: the work is going on and there is good
progress; we wait for the windows to be completed, and for the whole house to
be painted.
There is also a plan to build a new Bishop’s Residence and there is a special
Committee going around the Parish to educate the Parishioners in the need for
the Diocese to have a new building.
Those who work in Masasi would be surprised to know that Masasi is now part
of the City. The Land Authority is working hard to educate people about this;
many changes are taking place, ordinary houses need to be changed and better
ones need to be built.
At the same time the population is growing too much, resulting in the spread of
HIV/AIDS and we, as the Church need to evaluate and restructure our plans.
Due to unpredictable rainfall many people have no food and they come to the
Diocese to ask for help; we ask for your Prayers here.
SUN OVEN PROJECT
The project is going well; it is helpful to many people and at the same time
reduces forest destruction and improves women’s health, especially those who
use the ovens, since use of firewood is bad for the eyes and the chest.
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SOLAR LIGHT
This is a new project which is under the Provincial Office; currently it is
operating in three pilot Dioceses, of which Masasi is one. Solar power is
expensive to install, but very useful, and we are advising people to use it.
ABOUT PRIESTS
Two of our Priests, Canon Luka Saidi who was Diocesan Executive Secretary
together with Fr Vincent Hokororo, have joined St Mark’s University and are
studying Theology and Education for three years. At the moment the Diocesan
Executive Secretary is Geoffrey Monjesa, and he is also the Development
Officer.
Fr George Nawanje will join the University of St John’s in Dodoma in 2012 to
take a course in Education Studies. We make an effort to train Priests so that in
future they can teach at the Rondo.
Canon Stuart Kasembe, who was at the Rondo, undertook and completed a parttime course in medicine, and he is now a Clinical Officer working at Mtandi
Dispensary; he is also the Diocesan Health Officer.
THE DIOCESAN FARMS
The Diocese has three farms, one producing seeds for planting, which is at
Mkwapa, This year we produced 6250kgs. The other two are at Chikoweti - the
maize farm for ordinary use and to produce grain to sell. This year we produced
9660 kgs of maize and 2067kgs of cashew nuts. Although it is not a great deal,
something is better than nothing, and we thank God for what we have produced.
Bahati Msalasye finished his Accountant’s Course at St John’s University in
Dodoma, and we hope that with his increased knowledge and expertise the
Diocese will be able to establish an improved accounting system.
CHALLENGES
• As a result of the rapid population growth in Masasi District there is an
increase in the spread of HIV/AIDS.
• Small Christian Faith denominations are growing like mushrooms
• Unpredictable rainfall has resulted in drought in various places.
• Despite the Government’s efforts to establish a water supply in Masasi,
people are struggling to get clean and safe water.
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RONDO
We pray that we are able to establish other income generating projects to help
with the running costs of the area. Also we need qualified teaching staff for
Science and Mathematics.
All the above mentioned are challenges, and the Diocese is struggling to decide
how best we can solve these problems. We are working at our best to involve
our Parishes so that they are aware of the situation, to encourage people to give
their advice so that we can put all work together, to review our Diocesan plans
so that we can have new strategies which will enable the Diocese to progress.
All these challenges need your prayers to help us move forward.
Again thank you very much for the magnanimous support you give to the
Diocese. May the Almighty God, Bless, keep, guide and protect you.
+Patrick Mwachiko


At the next Diocesan Synod in 2012, I shall formally announce that I
intend to retire as Bishop of Masasi in 2013.
At the moment I am busy working on a new house for my retirement and
I am grateful to those who have shown the desire to help and to those who
have given support.
We ask for your prayers at this challenging time to enable us to continue to
build the Diocese during my last days as Bishop and for the success of my
plans for the future.

As Bishop Patrick mentions above, he and Emmie are in the process of
building a new house for their retirement. They have purchased a plot of
land in the village of Chanikanguo, the foundations have been laid and
from photographs that we have received, it is clear that work is well under
way.
The Bishop has written to several individual supporters in the UK to seek
help with the construction of this new house.
Unfortunately, because of the terms of its constitution, it is not possible for
The Friends Charitable Trust to contribute directly towards the cost of the
new house. However, the Trustees have agreed that, if anyone wishes to
support Patrick and Emmie in this venture, it is quite acceptable for
donations to be made to the Friends specifically for this purpose and the
Trust will then pass on the funds to Bishop Patrick. We should point out,
however, that it will not be possible for the Trust to claim Gift Aid on these
donations.
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AN APPEAL FROM BISHOP PATRICK
Dear Friends in Christ Jesus,
In 1996, I was consecrated as the 8th Bishop of Masasi and I am now into
the 16th year of my episcopacy. As some of you may know I am planning
to retire in 2013.
Consequently my wife Emmie and I are now starting to plan ahead for this
time and we have to build a house for the family to live in once we leave
Mtandi. We have a plot of land and have already started building this
house in a village about 15 kilometres from Masasi along the road to
Chidya. The foundations have been laid, but that is as far as we have
progressed.
We are asking any of our friends, individuals or groups through love and
Christian commitment to join us and our family in prayer so that this
difficult task may be completed, preferably by the end of 2012, so that we
have somewhere to go on my retirement.
All through my career I have tried, with God’s help, to fulfil His will for
the development of the church and to answer His call to help all those in
need wherever possible. Now as I approach retirement I am in my turn
asking for help to provide a home for the family.
At a recent meeting of the Provincial Synod the Archbishop of the
Anglican Church of Tanzania, Dr Valentino Mokiwa put forward the
proposal that each Diocese should provide a home and a vehicle for a
retiring Bishop and that he should also receive half pay once he had
finished his term of office. The Provincial Synod discussed this matter and
agreed to the proposals.
Unfortunately when this information was put before the Standing
Committee of the Diocese of Masasi it was not well received. The
Committee felt that the Diocese was not able to comply with this resolution
as the Diocese’s funds are limited and they are already fully committed to
refurbishing the Bishop’s house at Mtandi which is in an unsafe condition.
This means that I am obliged to take full responsibility for the future of my
family and that it why I am asking for your help and prayers, because the
total cost of finishing the house is estimated to be £10,000. If any of you
do feel able to offer any material help as well as your prayers, please
contact Mick and Val Levick (01684 561594) or
(mick@malvernlangs.co.uk)
Thank you and Best Wishes to you all,
+Patrick Mwachiko
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THE DIOCESE OF NEWALA
IMPORTANT EVENTS
1 January to 31 December 2011
VISITS TO DIOCESE OF NEWALA
A total of 84 visitors were received among whom 10 came from Britain.
These ten were as follows:
• Medical (Doctor) students :22 June (Joanne Reid, Helen Flockton,
Mathew Pernam, Lucy Jones and Katie Ward)
• Teachers from Eardisley Primary School : 30 July (Michele Chapman,
Stephen Chapman, Susana Brown and Robert Brown)
• Terry Bailey from the Friends of Masasi & Newala : 2-12 September

LIST OF OTHER EVENTS
• Mtwara has completed the digging of a well in readiness to commence
the building works of the Hostel and Nursery school.
• In October 2011 Mtwara completed the office construction for the local
Priest in charge, and a bookshop.
• In July 2011 the Government returned to the Diocese buildings it had
nationalized in Tandahimba in the 1980’s period.
• 25 business sheds were completed at the Newala Diocese Headquarters
in September 2011.
• A seminar on AIDS awareness was held from 17 October to 22 October
with 126 leaders in attendance.
• Election of UMAKI (Mother’s union) Diocesan office bearers was held
on 4 November 2011.
• We have constructed an underground water catchment tank to collect
rain water from gutters installed around the House of Bishop.
Completion was in September 2011.
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• Vehicle no.T228 BEN is now fully operational after rehabilitation and
repairs since September 2011. It is now being utilized to meet day to
day Diocesan matters and activities.
• Preparations were commenced for the construction of the Proposed
New Cathedral now underway since 1st May 2011. Three lorry loads of
building stones have been delivered and we are looking into more
materials being available - funds permitting.
• The new Church of Nanyamba was opened in the surburbs of
Tandahimba.
• Rehabilitation of Lulindi Health Centre is in its final stages and
becomes operational in January 2012.
• Distribution of £250 donation from Minchinhampton @ TSh. 47,700/=
to 9 widows (wife of the Late Bishop, widows of 8 Priests) and 4 retired
Padres. More information to be available later with photos sessions of
the recipients being handed their share.
• There has been Confirmation of 290 Youths in the preceding period.
• The Diocese has students undertaking studies as follows:
o St Mark’s Theological College, Dar es Salaam – 9 students.
o St. Cyprian’s College at the Rondo – 3 students
o In total there are 12 students under sponsorship and assistance is
greatly appreciated and valued.
• 26 Muslims converted to Christianity and were Baptised.
• Total Baptisms so far this year in the Diocese is 680 persons.
• 30 December 2011 heralds the Ordination of six new Deacons.

+Oscar Mnung’a
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REPORT FROM THE FRIENDS OF MASASI & NEWALA
As has been reported in previous issues of M&NN, the Trust has given extensive
support to both Masasi and Newala, to the Rondo and to the CMM Sisters over the
past two years, including the restoration of the Cathedral at Mtandi, and the
installation of solar panels at both Maili Sita and the Rondo, as well as the funding of
numerous projects in the fields of education, health and the relief of poverty.
However, donations have fallen dramatically over the same period as a result of the
worldwide financial recession and because of this drop in income, but also to ensure
that the Trust was able to meet its ongoing commitments, the Friends have been forced
to dip into their capital at an alarming rate.
It had become very obvious over the past year that the Trust’s outgoings had been far
in excess of their income and, having reached what one could almost call a crisis
situation, the Trustees decided to meet together for a whole day to look in depth at the
needs of the two Dioceses, to review the Trust’s financial situation, to discuss the way
forward and to make a decision as what action needed to be taken.
After lengthy discussion the Trustees unanimously agreed that there were only two
options :
• To endeavour to continue to support the two Dioceses for perhaps a further year or
18 months, but to call a halt to the Bishop Trevor Scholarship Fund and once the
remaining funds had been exhausted, effectively to run the Trust into the ground.
• To make a concentrated effort to revitalise the Trust by developing a new and
interactive website, joining schemes such as “JustGiving”, “EveryClick” and
“MissionFish”, to actively seek support from other sources and to encourage more
younger people to become involved and committed through internet links with both
Dioceses, while at the same time maintaining the interest of our original
supporters; and most importantly, to make every effort to keep the Bishop Trevor
Scholarship Scheme running for several more years.
We are delighted to report that the Trustees unanimously agreed to adopt the second
option - to make a concentrated effort to revitalise the Trust – and we hope that
everyone with access to the Internet will now take the opportunity to look at the new
website in depth, and investigate all that it offers.
The new website www.friendsofmasasiandnewala.co.uk has been designed by Terry
Bailey, a professional website designer, who visited both Dioceses last September, and
we very much hope that it will succeed in getting more people – not only in the UK,
but also in Tanzania - involved in and committed to working with and for the two
Dioceses. Terry’s report on his visit is available on the website, but for those readers
who do not have access to the Internet, his report (without any photographs) is printed
on page 14. As will be seen, it is now possible to donate to the Friends via the
website, through “JustGiving”. Many people will be familiar with this website and
although there is a cost to the Trust, we feel that the advantages it offers and the ease
with which donations can be made via debit or credit card will compensate for the cost
involved. The Trustees hasten to add, of course, that they are still very happy to
receive donations via cheque and they will continue to claim Gift Aid, where
appropriate, on these donations. The new website also has links to “EveryClick” and
“MissionFish” – which again, we hope, will bring in some much needed additional
income.
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THE BISHOP TREVOR SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME
Readers will recall that the BTSS started in January 2008 as a direct result
of the generous collection received at the Service in the Chapel of Lancing
College to dedicate a stained glass window in memory of Bishop Trevor
Huddleston. The scheme was to offer two young men and two CMM
Sisters the opportunity to undertake a four-year course of study at Rondo
Junior Seminary and we are delighted to report that the Scheme has been
very successful. Two young men – Kepha Bashidi and Alban Noel, and
two CMM Sisters – Sr Thekla and Sr Edna – have now completed their
courses and 8 young men and 7 CMM Sisters are at varying stages in their
education at the Junior Seminary (unfortunately one of the CMM Sisters
had to drop out through ill health).
Initially the BTSS contributed £200 per annum to each student’s costs
and after the start of the fourth year, at which time we were supporting 16
students each year, the cost was £3,200 per annum. The collection taken at
Lancing College, with the benefit of Gift Aid, totalled nearly £8000 and
although we subsequently received some additional donations, by the end
of 2011 we had effectively run out of money and at their meeting in May
2011, the Trustees reluctantly decided that it would not be possible for any
new students to start in January 2012, although the students who had
already started their studies would, of course, continue to be supported.
One of the reasons for this decision was that the fees at the Rondo were
about to increase by 50% and the contribution from the BTSS would
therefore have had to be raised from £200 p.a. per student to £300 p.a.
We are pleased to report, however, that because of the value of the Scheme
and the importance of education in the future of Tanzania, the Trustees
have now decided to continue with the scheme as long as is possible and as
there are currently 15 students enrolled in this Scheme, the Trust has just
sent a total of £4500 to support these young people for the coming year.
One of the reasons for the Trustees’ change of mind is because our new
Trustee, Steve Arbery, has offered to take on responsibility for running the
BTSS and for liaising with the students to ensure that we receive regular
reports on their progress, which hopefully we will be able to publish on the
website. He is also trying to raise funds to keep the scheme going for
many more years. Steve has lots of exciting ideas and plans for the future
and we will report on developments as and when they take place. Please
look at the BTSS page on the website for the latest update and if anyone
has any ideas on how the Trust might raise funds for this very worthwhile
project, perhaps they would like to contact Steve Arbery direct on
stevearbery@gmail.com .
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Report by Terry Bailey on his visit to Masasi and Newala
This report has been written by me and concerns a visit made by myself in September 2011
to the Dioceses of Masasi and Newala in southern Tanzania, This visit was at the behest of
The Friends of Masasi & Newala. The views and opinions found in this document are,
however, my own. Any factual mistakes are also my own.

INTRODUCTION
I am a Graphic Designer living and working in Ermington, Devon, and I am
responsible for the design and maintenance of the website of The Friends of
Masasi & Newala Charitable Trust. It was in this capacity that, during the
summer of 2011, I met both Bishop Patrick and Bishop Oscar when I was asked
to photograph their visit to Ermington Primary School. Both Bishops invited
me, separately, to Tanzania to see for myself the conditions, the projects and the
people of one of the poorest regions in Africa, and having never visited the
Continent, I readily agreed.
I arrived on 3rd September, at Julius Nyerere International Airport, Dar es
Salaam at the beginning of a month long stay and was met by both Bishops and
Canon Lucas Saidi. The trip from the airport to my hotel was, of course, an
astonishing eye opener. From the appalling state of a lot of the vehicles to the
variety and amount of goods carried by people on their heads, on their pedal
bikes, motor bikes, bajajis, cars, trucks and lorries. Street markets everywhere
with thousands of people bargaining, waiting for one of the hundreds of buses,
taxis and motorbikes to get home. Traffic queues at every junction with armies
of young men selling food, water, chewing gum, flags, screwdrivers ... anything
and everything. Beggars at the traffic lights, being pushed in wheelchairs by
young boys. One man I saw had, it appeared, most of the back of his head
missing. Passing districts with no power, lit only by burning tyres and the
occasional blue glow from a battery powered light. Looking down the side
alleys the city, at times, seemed like Dante's Inferno.
That night, as I sat in my hotel room after a meal with my hosts, listening to the
noise from the streets below, watching the ceiling fan turn lazily in the warm,
humid air I reflected on why I was there.
The Trust had given me, essentially, three tasks:
• To see and photograph as much of the two Dioceses as possible
• To see and photograph some of the projects that the Trust is financing,
either in part or fully.
• To install the communications program/application called Skype on as
many computers as I could and to train someone from both Dioceses in
web page design and construction
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Tomorrow I was to fly to Mtwara, in Newala Diocese, a town on the east
African coast to start, what became, a long, sad, joyful, angry, beautiful,
educational and amazing journey.
MTWARA
I met Canon Jerome Mshamu in the arrivals shed at Mtwara airstrip after an
uneventful flight down the coast of Tanzania, passing over the beautiful sandy
islands and reefs of the Kilwas.
As we drove towards Mtwara I saw my first of many baobab trees, strange,
almost alien, large, bulbous, silver grey trees that dot the landscape and are the
homes of benevolent spirits. They grow surrounded by the ubiquitous cashew
nut trees and the large, dark leaved mango trees. Scattered throughout this
landscape are the small family holdings, called shambas that usually consist of a
deep red, two room, mud brick house, roofed either in long grass thatch or rusty
corrugated iron, and around this small building grow paw paw trees and bananas
amid small plots of green vegetables. Scrawny chickens scratch in the red dust
and goats wander looking for scraps. Wood smoke rises into the vivid blue sky
from bush fires, charcoal fired brick kilns and cooking hearths.
Along the road to Mtwara we also passed the first of the many thousands of
women and children I would see over the coming weeks carrying buckets of
water or bundles of wood on their heads, walking along the sides of the dirt
roads and tracks which is one of the main features of everyday life in southern
Tanzania.
Arriving in the peaceful town of Mtwara we drove into the compound that
housed St Michael’s Church, a four or five roomed guest house, a Sunday
School, the priest’s house and office, the CMM Sisters’ house and shamba and
some other buildings used for storage or in a state of disrepair. There were a
couple of Sisters hard at work in their garden, taking water from the well and
tending the potatoes, spinach and other plants. The garden was well organised,
healthy and an obvious benefit to the community. This, though I didn’t realise it
at the time, was a feature of all the CMM Sisters’ Houses I visited or stayed at in
both Newala and Masasi.
My rooms were the Bishop’s accommodation for when he came to stay, and
consisted of a lounge with two sofas, coffee table, an office table and chair and a
new computer, scanner and printer. The bedroom had a mosquito netted double
bed, armchair and chest of drawers. Two doors led firstly to the shower/basin
and toilet while the other led to an office/storeroom. This apartment was typical
of my treatment throughout my visit, and for which I am very grateful - I was
accorded the best that people had even if they had virtually nothing.
That first Sunday the Church was full to overflowing. The congregation were in
their finery and the singing was beautiful, something I had only ever heard on
disc. Canon Jerome proved to be a caring, knowledgeable and energetic priest
15

with great delivery of a cracking sermon. Well it sounded good but was
delivered in Kiswahili so I didn’t understand the detail but got the emotion and
the congregation’s reaction. During the service the children left to go to Sunday
School, which was run by an enthusiastic Sister in her white Sunday habit and
was packed with eager, smiling children.
I visited many churches that Sunday and on subsequent days; in fact I saw
somewhere in the region of thirty five churches during my stay in both Dioceses
and in all cases the buildings were in various states of disrepair. However all
were beautiful and in nearly every one I was welcomed with singing and open
arms. I was given gifts of chickens, eggs, cashew nuts, paw paws, oranges and
pale, delicate sea shells. I would be met by the Parish Council and invited into
the priest’s house for a meal and a drink. I was always given bottled water, even
if others were not, and protesting made no difference at all. One ancient and
dignified member of a Council was a Sergeant in the King’s African Rifles
during World War II and slowly showed me around the site of the new church,
being built of red mud bricks.
Many churches had large areas of unused land, while others used what little they
had with greater skill. This also applied to rain water conservation, which was
implemented in a patchy manner throughout both Dioceses and, it has to be said,
throughout the south of the country.
Over the next few days it began to dawn on me what phrases like ‘one of the
poorest regions in Africa’ actually meant and on a trip to Mikindani I felt a deep
anger beginning to build in me. A small, poor, sleepy town, 10 kilometres or so
north of Mtwara and set in a stunning bay with mangroves, white beaches and a
turquoise sea, Mikindani was beautiful. It was also, once, one of the biggest
slaving and ivory ports in East Africa. That morning, on the way, we had made
a detour and visited a small church. On the outskirts of the village we passed a
group of women, maybe 30 or so, surrounding a small concrete pad. I asked
what was happening and was told that the village well was dry and this was a
‘private’ well and they were paying for the water. We drove on, leaving the
usual ruddy ochre plume of dust in our wake, coating everyone and everything
in a thin film of red dirt.
We drove up the coast road into Mikindani, past the remains of jetties along
which hundreds of thousands of Africans shuffled to a life of slavery. I began
to recognise the architecture of the town. I had seen these types of windows and
doors, and the layout and style of the houses and shops, before. In Salalah,
Oman where I had served in the Sultan’s army. I also began to notice how many
words there were in Kiswahili derived from Arabic. This was a predominantly
Muslim area and driving through town, on our way up the hill to one of the
oldest churches in Tanzania, it was noticeable how ‘African’ the community
was, as opposed to ‘Muslim’. I was told, many times, that the Christian and
Muslim faiths co-exist peacefully throughout Tanzania.
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The church was small and intimate that had a charm all its own. On top of a hill
the views towards the bay were superb. The church lands, however were being
encroached upon by townspeople building new shambas. Walking down the hill
we passed people’s homes only to come upon a series of neglected graves. The
lack of clearly defined church land boundaries was a problem at some churches
throughout both Dioceses.
Standing on the edge of the town’s football pitch (a dried up river bed) the heat
and the bright light persuaded my hosts to take me to the German Boma, the
restored colonial headquarters, now a hotel for foreign tourists. An interesting
old building, we decided to have our drinks (mine a Tangoweezee - the excellent
local ginger beer) in the garden by the pool. We paid three or four times the
usual cost for a soft drink. The pool shimmered in the heat, empty and still, just
thousands of gallons of clean, cold water quietly evaporating. I felt the anger
rise as I compared it to the well we had seen earlier.
I know that the country needs foreign investment and currency but the
juxtaposition of these two worlds, with abject water and fuel poverty outside the
gates on one side and glutinous excess on the other, seemed, somehow, to be
fundamentally wrong.
I met George Mbesigwe the first Sunday. He is a member of the Parish Council
and was part of the group of people with whom I was discussing my itinerary.
He is the Headmaster of Lilungu Primary School (24 teachers and 1187 pupils)
on the outskirts of Mtwara. His was the first school I visited and it was a shock
on a number of levels.
The school and its facilities/resources are not untypical of the vast majority of
the schools I saw and visited. Some have desks, others have none. Some have a
few teachers, some have just a few more. Some have a cupboard full of books,
dusty and becoming lunch for the local insect population, some have a half
cupboard. In all of the schools the teachers seemed to be doing the best they
could in sometimes awful conditions and the children seemed happy and
enthusiastic. In all of the schools there was a chronic lack of funds and the best
schools that I saw were overcrowded and under equipped and staffed. Contact,
and help, from schools in ‘the west’ often makes a critical difference to the
morale and ambition of the staff, which of course, makes a difference to the
quality of teaching received by the pupils.
George showed me to his office and proudly showed me the statistics illustrating
the success of his pupils, the photographs of his time in the UK and the ‘moral
compass’ mobile he had received from the UK school and which he and his
pupils followed. I signed one of many visitors’ books and as I was doing so two
school inspectors arrived to garner some term statistics.
Every classroom was in a state of disrepair, most floors being packed earth and
full of holes. The desks or benches, if present, damaged and repaired and
crowded with children.
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George has a laptop and his was the only computer onto which I managed to
install Skype. He is now studying in Dodoma and we regularly talk via video
link.
The time had come to travel west to the Makonde plateau, the town of Newala
and meet with Bishop Oscar in the HQ of the Diocese.
As I was saying goodbye to new friends - Agnes the cook and her 9 year old
son Harrison the artist, George an excellent Head and Aclan the parish
secretary - and climbing into the car with Jerome, who was going with me, it
seemed that I had been in Tanzania a long time and England was a long, long
way to the cold north.
NEWALA
Perched on the south western edge of this spectacular 3000 foot high plateau the
views from Newala stretch beyond the valley of the Ruvuma river and into the
haze of Mozambique. The temperature was noticeably cooler, especially at
night.
The journey had taken 4 to 5 hours on red dirt track, passing mile after mile of
cashew plantations, scattered shambas and small villages. There were very few
vehicles, and those that I saw were mostly small motorbikes or buses. But
everywhere people walking, with water or firewood on their heads. Pedal bikes
being pushed with huge loads on them or with women and children perched over
the back wheel as passengers. As we bumped into the compound, past the
Diocesan offices and shops, the large Cathedral building was on our left, straight
ahead an old graveyard, full of frangipani trees, chickens and the odd cow and to
our right the Sisters’ compound. Beyond the graves there was a school. Large
mango trees, breadfruit trees and coconut palms gave a lot of shade from the sun
but when the clouds came over the whole town took on a dark, gloomy air.
Power was intermittent and the access to the internet was via one café that, when
the power was on, was packed with people.
My hosts in Newala were George Miwanga from the Diocesan Development
Office and Canon Jerome, as Bishop Oscar was still tied up in Dar es Salaam.
The guest house was located in the Sisters’ compound, a gated enclosure within
the Cathedral grounds. We were treated extremely well and though the rooms
(quaint) and facilities were basic it was a pleasant place to stay. Washing was
with a large tub of steaming hot water, another of cold and a jug. The hot water
always smelt of wood smoke and I loved that. I found the Sisters there to be a
hard working, dedicated, happy and friendly bunch who did their best. The diet
was basic - lunch and evening: fish or chicken, either fried or stewed with
tomatoes, rice, ugali (a stiff ‘porridge’ made with cassava flour), boiled spinach
and onions, chips, bananas and paw paw. Breakfast was usually bread,
margarine, jam, boiled eggs and bananas.
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My time there was usually accompanied by singing from somewhere. Choirs
practised wherever and whenever they could. The days started early with the
ringing of the bell for early morning prayers. The cockerels added to the dawn
chorus now that the howls from the packs of dogs and the beating of drums,
shouting, laughter and singing from town had fallen silent as the night faded
away.
During my stay in Newala I visited many churches and I was struck by the
variety of sizes of the buildings and differences in the buildings’ designs. There
are a few churches that are built on the European model, notably Lindi and
Masasi Cathedral, but most are an interesting amalgam of styles that will, all too
soon, convert back to the red earth they are built from.
In one place I came upon wilful neglect. We had travelled to visit a medical
centre and church and on the way back visited a Secondary School that was on
its own campus up in the hills. It seemed a large and well organised school and
off in the trees was a small church. We went to look at it and found it was being
used as a cattle shed and was in a filthy and very poor state. I was told by the
Deputy Head, when I expressed my anger about this, that the Headmaster was a
Muslim and didn’t really care. I do not know if this was the case as the Head
was not there to defend himself.
By this time I was part of a small group who spent most of the day together Jerome, George Miwanga (who was, it appeared, unpaid and as such ran his own
business of wholesaling beer and managing a bar in town hence his nickname,
Mr Biz), and our driver, Eric (who was the son of Dr Lawi Issa, the Diocesan
Health Secretary, and was nicknamed Eric Schumacher due to his speed over
rough terrain). People found it hilarious that I should use these names and
when I named a chicken that I had been given, ‘Charlie’ the car’s occupants all
nearly wet themselves.
Though these times were mostly good, a visit to a centre for leprosy
reacquainted me with the awful reality of some people’s lives here. It looked
like any other place - brick and mud houses, small patches of vegetables,
chickens and many people of all ages sitting or standing under the mango tree in
the centre of this community. There was another 4WD vehicle there and as we
approached the group we could see that people were handing out packages to the
assembled villagers. We sat in the shade, on chairs and in front of us the women
sat waiting patiently for their gift. A German charity had sent hundreds of flip
flop sandals. A lot of the people I could see had very few toes and flip flops
were all but useless. The people showed a quiet dignity and pride that I found
almost overwhelming. People have an amazing ability to survive, to overcome
and to triumph.
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MASASI
The landscape around Masasi town is dominated by impressive and massive
rock outcrops that squat in an otherwise flat, cashew farm covered plain to
the north west of Newala. The Cathedral and precincts lie in the shadow of
one of these, named Mtandi Hill, and the views from the top are spectacular.
I was met by Canon Lucas Saidi and shown to St Anne’s Guest House,
adjacent to the Cathedral, where I was welcomed by Sister Phoebe, one of
the cheekiest nuns I have ever met. She looked after me and fellow visitors
extremely well, cooking and cleaning and accusing me of everything that
went wrong. Lucas Saidi proved to be a very intelligent, thoughtful and
good man whose attitude to the future is committed and energetic.
Masasi is a bustling town, seemingly on the verge of a boom, lying on a
crossroads that has the recently completed Unity bridge to the south on the
border with Mozambique, the road to Songea and Lake Nyassa to the west,
Nachingwea northwards, Lindi and the coast road to Dar es Salaam northeast
and the road I had just come in on, from Newala and Mtwara to the south
east.
Meeting with Bishop Patrick, Canon Lucas, Geoffrey Patrick Monjesa, who is
Head of the Development Office, and Joyce Liundi, the Mothers’ Union
representative, I realised that my hosts were keen and committed and my
itinerary was full and varied so we had better get started… but first a quick
look around the Cathedral. This building is a kind of copy of the English
gothic style and has recently been restored with funds from various NGO’s
and looks splendid, as you can see from the photographs on the website. I
attended a service the following Sunday and it was filled with people, colour
and singing with the priest striding from one end of the central aisle to the
other, exhorting the congregation to be like the good Samaritan. Bishop
Patrick’s wonderful wife, Emmie, introduced me to the congregation and I
was again made to feel as welcome as an old friend.
One day sticks out in my mind like no other, though there were many
exceptional days, for many reasons, during my stay in Tanzania. It
encapsulated the spirit, hope and enterprise that there should be in the
younger generations if there is to be any progress in building a better life for
themselves. We drove to a village, like many villages that I had seen. In the
village was a church. The church was unusual in that it was wider than it was
long and, like all churches that I had seen, beautiful in its own way. Waiting
inside were a group of young farmers. These were teenagers and young men
and women who had been trained by the church in modern agricultural
solutions and had been backed financially to start a community farm. They
were sitting in a group on some pews while I and various ‘dignitaries’ sat on
chairs in front of the altar having a cold Tangoweezee and some cashew nuts.
I casually mentioned that they looked like a choir and could they sing? Oh
yes they could sing! And sing beautifully, which they did. Later we all
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jumped into our Land cruiser to go to the farm – that is 14 young farmers, me,
Edmund the driver, Lucas and the local priest. And as we bumped our way
down miles of dusty track they began to sing again…
The farm was a large patchwork of healthy crops growing in rich dark earth.
There was water in this particular area and it had been exploited properly
here. Small ponds had been dug for irrigation. This group were now the
‘richest’ set of people in the area. They had repaid the loan from the church
very quickly and were now spreading their expertise to other nascent groups.
They were a happy and clearly motivated set of young people. It seems to me
that the benefit of this type of project far outweighs the initial costs. A lot of
that cost is in time and training.
I saw different ways to do this in both Dioceses. Providing pigs to the
Mothers’ Union in Nachingwea; goats to a grandmother and her grand
daughter who both have AIDS but now have opened a shop and are providing
education for the grand daughter’s child; a women's bank which was a
wooden box with three padlocks. The women paid into the box every month
and loans were granted to members for projects that would help themselves
and the community. These projects are comparatively low cost but provide a
seed from which greater things can grow, utilising the abilities that people
have.
The provision of medical care throughout the two Dioceses was patchy and
inadequate at best and the Church is actively involved in ways to improve
this. I visited many medical facilities from small pharmacies to the large
regional hospital. Everywhere there are crowds of patients trying to see too
few doctors, supported by too few nurses. In some staff you can see and hear
the strain and pressure of trying to deal with the irreconcilable conundrum of
too many patients and not enough treatments. The Church had backed the
opening of a small pharmacy in a village just outside Masasi on the road to
Lindi. It was run by a young woman, qualified in the job and a Muslim. She
lived on her own in a small house across the street and was dispensing
medicine and advice to a community that otherwise had to travel a long time
for the same services.
Nearer to Masasi on the same road was the CMM Sisters’ Mother House and
when I visited I was shown around by Mother Magdalena, the ex Mother
Superior and a sprightly septuagenarian with a twinkle in her eye. I was
amazed at what this small community did; they have an extensive and
productive farm with solar power being gradually implemented, their own
computer for learning and communications and a well-appointed guest house.
I was thoroughly impressed by the industry and organisation of this group of
people wherever they were in Tanzania. They, like a lot of communities, are
facing a changing future. Due to the designation of Masasi from a town to a
city, their property now falls within the city boundaries and they are in danger
of losing it to a Government land grab. They are also less secure as a
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community now that a large Chinese work camp has sprung up next to them
and I was told they are experiencing a rise in trespass and petty theft.
I was asked, prior to my visit, to see if I could get some pictures of a scheme
called ‘Nurses on Bikes’ and after many requests to do so, Edmund finally
arranged for a nurse to visit the Cathedral. I duly went out to photograph her
when she arrived but it proved dangerous for her and for anyone else in the
immediate area as she appeared to be unable to control the motor bike and I
heard Lucas shouting to her to use the brake as she careered towards the
Diocesan offices. Luckily she stopped by using her feet and stalling the bike.
A visit to Nachingwea should be mentioned. We were met by a large posse
from the Mothers’ Union who were breeding pigs with the initial help of the
church. The Parish Council and priest were there and after a visit to the
piggery we all went and visited a school, followed by an audience with the
Governor of the area who met us in the finely appointed and large
Government buildings. A very enthusiastic set of people.
THE RONDO
The road up to the Rondo was one of the worst I had been on which was odd
really as from the evidence by the side of the track this had once been one of
the best... Trevor Huddleston had purchased this old teak logging camp from
the Dutch company that had built it, and converted it to a school and religious
centre. The guest house was the old plantation manager’s house – large and
well designed. It was in a splendid location at the edge of the plateau where
you could look down into the lion inhabited (supposedly) valleys. One of the
rooms had an authentic bullet hole in a teak door frame where a priest had
been shot and killed during the time of the civil war in Mozambique. There
was no running water, very little power and none after the sun went down
while I was there.
On a visit down into the valley we were shown a powerful generator capable
of lifting water to the plateau and lighting the Rondo. Unfortunately it was
now a rusting hulk.
The Chapel was an impressive building, airy and filled with light from the
beautiful stained glass windows. I enjoyed the service that I attended with
Stuart Kasembe, the ordinands and the novice nuns.
The road leading up to the Seminary continued further onto the plateau,
leading to a number of villages and the pine tree plantations that were
replacing the teak and bush. As we travelled along this road, for a visit to the
edge of the escarpment and a look at the forests, I noticed that every 10 yards
or so was a pile of crushed rock. These piles were the size that a small lorry
would tip. They went on for miles and when I asked what they were for I was
told they were for resurfacing the road. Excellent, I thought, until I learnt
they had been there since the last election when a politician had come
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soliciting for votes and promised to improve the road. These heaps must have
cost a fortune in time, manpower, power and money to bring up the road from
the valley. I assume that this transport had further ruined the road that once
had gutters, kerbs and a fine stone roadway surface.
What they represented to me were graves, hundreds and hundreds of graves of
HIV victims, malaria victims and hunger victims who did not have the drugs
and care to help or save them. They represented the incredible waste of lives
in a country that is rich in resources, people and energy. They represented the
casual, endemic and state-regulated corruption that has blighted this country
for 50 years. Each of these heaps should have a grave marker put on top of it
for the next visit of a politician.
Lucas, Edmund and I left the Rondo and drove east to Lindi on the final leg
of my trip. This was a few days 'holiday' as we drove back to Dar es Salaam.
The town is a run down but charming place, set on the coast and surrounded
by mangroves, and full of old early 20th century Colonial buildings that have
all seen better days. It reminded me of photographs I had seen of Havana,
Cuba, and had the same colour and vibrancy.
The church at Lindi was a lovely, large and European style church. The guest
house was also large with I believe, about five rooms. I was shown two small
grain mills (one working) in a building in the church compound. This was
actually the first time I had seen this type of machinery though, presumably
these small mills were vital throughout both Dioceses.
The road north to the Kilwas is tarmac and passes through countryside that
at times looked like Devon and at others full of baobab trees and looking as
African as it could get. Kilwa Masoko is the furthest north eastern spot of the
Diocese but we were here to visit the island of Kilwa Kisiwani and the ruins
of a great Arab city that once controlled this area and the slave and ivory
ports. The ruins are impressive. The fort was like the ones I had seen
restored in Oman and the remains of the palace, mosques and town, though
beautiful even now, give testament to the enormous wealth that has
haemorrhaged out of Africa then and ever since.
The next day we drove north and though a lot of the road is surfaced, large
stretches are not and are severely rutted. During the rains these roads become
virtually impassable and the south of the country is 'cut off' from the north.
The maelstrom of people, traffic, noise, smell and colour that is Dar es Salaam
was, again, a shock after the peace of the south. Bishop Oscar met us at the
hotel and he became my expert guide around the city. One of the places we
visited was the diplomatic and government areas and the absolute conspicuous
consumption of the ruling elite is something to be seen and contemplated.
There are many people, both in the UK and Africa, who made my trip, for me,
such a success. From my heart, I thank you all.
Terry Bailey, BA (Hons), January 2012
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ADDENDUM :
SKYPE INSTALLATION AND TRAINING IN BOTH DIOCESES
I was asked by the Trust to install the communications program /
application called Skype on as many computers as I could and to train
someone from the two Dioceses in web page design and construction.
This was, to a large extent, impossible to achieve due to the reasons
detailed below. I hope to be able to achieve this important objective, of
inter Diocese and UK/Tanzania live communication via the internet, this
year.
• In Mtwara the only computer available to the parish was
Canon Jerome's. This had no working internet access. The computer
in the Bishop’s rooms was presumably working but I was not able to
examine it. George Mbesigwe brought his laptop to the church and I
installed Skype on that. Unfortunately he has now decamped to Dodoma
for a course and has taken it with him. We regularly talk via Skype
video link.
• In Newala there was one computer in the office but this, due to the
power situation worked only intermittently with internet access virtually
non existent.
• In Masasi there was no internet access in the compound as a lorry had
taken out the overhead data cable some time ago and this had not been
replaced. Power outages also applied here and though there was a
backup generator this had a limited capacity and was used for essential
services. There was an internet cafe being run as a commercial concern
down the hill near the conference centre and this is used by the Diocese
office to send and receive emails. Geoffrey had his own laptop but, of
course, no internet.
• It was arranged that I do some training with a young man called
Nshotta. I wanted to show him an internet program called Wordpress
which is one of the tools we will be using to maintain/update the new
website. This proved impossible to download in the time that we had (I
had arranged to meet him a couple of times but he was busy either with
church business or his own so our time was limited). I managed to show
him a few things in Photoshop and he is enthusiastic and keen to learn.
• There was no internet access and very little power at the Rondo when I
was there.
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It is with great sadness that we report the deaths of two remarkable
ladies – Benita Cornwall, who died on 22 August 2011 and Mary
Macdonald, who died on 11 January 2012.
They were of a generation who, with dedication and great courage
and barely a thought for their own well being, went to work as
teachers, nurses and missionaries in Africa during the mid to late
1900s. They devoted their time and energy to help the people of these
impoverished areas and not only achieved remarkable success in all
that they did, but also developed links which still exist today.
It gives us great pleasure to print obituaries and tributes written by
Mark Cornwall – Benita’s son and Mary’s godson.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
BENITA CORNWALL - RIP
For over fifty years, Benita Cornwall who has died aged 96, was prominent
in drawing public attention to the plight of one of the poorest parts of
Africa, the region of Masasi in southern Tanzania.
Her dedication to the Masasi people came from spending five years there,
1950-1955, teaching mathematics at the school in Chidya as a missionary
for the Anglican UMCA (the Universities Mission to Central Africa).
Indeed, she was one of the last of the old-style English missionaries whose
job in Africa, she always said, was to do themselves out of a job – by
training Africans to run their own country. It was there that she met her
future husband, the missionary John Cornwall, who used to quip that he
first saw her coming through a hedge backwards. Although they quickly
decided to marry, under the then ’mission rules’ about celibacy they had to
keep it secret and wait until their return to England in 1955.
Born in Dorset, Benita West grew up the daughter of a parish priest in rural
Wiltshire, and was unusual in the late 1930s in securing a place at London
University (Royal Holloway and Bedford) to read mathematics. She swore
she would never become a teacher, but since maths teachers were in short
supply that was exactly what happened: over the next ten years she taught
adolescent girls in Tunbridge Wells, Lincoln and Bristol.
In the 1960s, after the African experience, when John became rector of
Minchinhampton in Gloucestershire, he and Benita were the ideal parish
partnership, working to forge a new community spirit and consistently
directing Gloucestershire’s attention to the plight of poverty in Africa.
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Although they never returned to Tanzania, their belief that the British
should actively aid those far more impoverished abroad was fundamental
to their Christian-Socialist outlook.
The unusual Minchinhampton parish link to Masasi survives to this day,
while many ex-pupils in Tanzania still remember fondly the education they
received at Benita’s hands. John died in 1996. She is survived by two sons,
two daughters and four grandchildren.
Mark Cornwall

MARY MACDONALD - RIP
Mary Macdonald, who has died on the eve of her 90th birthday, spent
much of her life supporting the people of Masasi and communicating that
enthusiasm to her native north Wales.
She was born in Anglesey (Holyhead) in February 1922 to a Scottish father
and Welsh mother and was always proud of her joint Celtic roots. (She
could speak Welsh quite proficiently). She was unusual as a woman in the
mid-twentieth century in taking a social sciences degree at Manchester
University and then trained as an almoner (hospital social worker) in the
1940s.
In 1951 she went to Masasi as a Mothers’ Union worker, staying until 1954
when she moved as a missionary to Ghana for many years. The short time
in Masasi hugely enthused her and left her many friends and contacts
which she vigorously maintained in later life. In particular, when she
returned to live in north Wales in the mid-1960s, in the village of Cilcain
near Mold, she established a vibrant link with the Mkomaindo hospital,
raising its profile and raising funds for it in her local Welsh community.
Mary also made several visits back to Masasi and was a strong supporter of
the Masasi network in the UK.
All who knew her will remember her wonderful sense of humour, her
organizational skills (whether as church warden, organist or fundraiser),
and her firm Christian faith with its strong social and practical dimension.
While she spent her last years quietly in a care home near Mold, the
numbers at her uplifting funeral in January 2012 testify to the warmth felt
towards her and the way she affected so many lives in north Wales and
southern Tanzania.
Mark Cornwall
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The report below was written by Jennifer Oakley, a teacher at
St Barnabas Church of England Primary School, Worcester, which
is linked through the British Council Global Partnership Scheme
with Mnara (Rondo) Primary School in the Diocese of Masasi
This October half term myself and two fellow teachers made our third visit to
our partner school in Mnara. We thought we would share with you our
experiences and challenges!
Our partnership is funded from the British Government Department of
International Development and funding is devolved through the British Council.
These funds enable Tanzanian teachers from Mnara Primary School to visit
St Barnabas and we reciprocate with visits to Mnara. Mnara is a large village,
twenty minutes brisk walk from Rondo Junior Seminary. Although our
partnership is with Mnara, Rondo are an exceptionally supportive partner during
our visit as we are completely reliant on the Rondo Land Rover, kindly shared
with us, to get us up the 19km from the tarmac road. Although a 4 hour walk (or
a perilous motorbike ride for those with one, or in a position to hire one) down
from the plateau is an everyday occurrence for Tanzanians, many in Mnara have
never made this journey and have never seen a tarmac road.
The local road to Rondo and Mnara from the main road to Masasi is a common
topic of conversation and a popular politician’s promise to gain votes. The road
is badly rutted and potholed and for more than a year now large piles of sand
and stones have been left obstructing the road while it is awaiting repair. There
has been one recent motorbike fatality and a motorcyclist broke his leg during
our visit. Casualties rely on either the Rondo Land Rover or only two other
vehicles to convey them to Nyangao hospital.
We strive to make our partnership one that is based on mutual respect, trust and
willingness to learn from each other. This is made possible as we decide
together and plan a joint educational project each year, which we deliver
together in each school. In previous years we have looked at Food and Farming
in each other’s countries; children at St Barnabas were able to cook and taste
ugali (stiff porridge) and Mnara children were able to taste cherries picked in
Worcestershire. This year we have looked at The Family and we have been
able to share Maths Data for how many children are in Mnara families and
St Barnabas families. We are always glad to have our stereotyped ideas of
Africa challenged and surprised to find that the number of children was quite
similar for each country!
Global Education is a perfect vehicle to encourage children in each school to use
their critical thinking skills and voice their opinions; this year children in each
school have learned about the challenges of getting a Primary Education.
Children in Tanzania already live with this daily struggle but were not aware
that the world had promised in the Millennium Development Goals to address
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this struggle. St Barnabas children learned about the challenge of receiving
education in Tanzania and watched many different life stories about the
necessities of buying uniform, school books and equipment, being needed to
help at home and being able to walk to school safely. Each school wrote letters
to their Member of Parliament to persuade them to tackle this issue as a matter
of urgency.
A most enjoyable time was had by all in Mnara Primary with the opportunity to
do some art lessons throughout the school. Mnara pupils are talented drawers
and can fashion the most amazing creative hats from banana leaves, but powder
paint and colour mixing was a new skill to explore! A bit of science thrown in
too as we mixed primary colours to watch the magic happen and then the chance
to paint whatever you liked. The children, just as UK children would, painted
all the things they are familiar with - flowers, homes, vehicles, trees and people!
It was great to be able to share the amazing artwork of George Lilanga (from
Masasi!) and Edward Tingatinga who paint such colourful and vibrant paintings
and we have left the teachers examples of art by Andy Goldsworthy, an English
artist who works with natural materials, to try out some different art techniques
with the children.
The pre-requisite of our Partnership is that we strive for an equitable
relationship; although the funds pay for travel for teachers and also resources to
use in the classroom, costs to communicate such as mobile phone credit, help to
buy a solar panel and internet costs, there are still very big areas of need in
Mnara Primary School which is obviously not at all equitable!
While we do not make raising money for Mnara a high profile activity, there are
many very generous people within our school, and St Barnabas Church
community who want to help with the situation in Mnara Primary School.
Within school we have been able to raise funds to help alleviate some of these
needs, in conjunction with education in both places about how access to clean
water and primary education is a right that all children in the world are entitled
to, but cannot always have. Funds have provided a school water supply in the
form of a underground tank and guttering system and we have now begun the
process of cementing and painting some of the classroom walls and floors,
which are in such a poor state and bat-proof the precious teaching resources and
text books in the store room. which is becoming invaded for the want of a few
bricks and some wire. Solar power and a dongle have also meant that teachers
can email from school and even apply for their visa without the need to go the
70 miles to Lindi.
It is sometimes a very difficult challenge as a teacher, to present life in Mnara as
it really is, with a great deal of challenges for health, education and many other
things, and at the same time not lose sight of a culture with amazingly rich art,
culture, music, independent self-reliant children, funny, generous and hospitable
people. We hope that our conversations with our pupils and, more importantly,
the conversations that our pupils are able to have with Mnara teachers are able to
show them a rounded picture, as we try to present a rounded view of the UK in
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Tanzania. Pupils in each country are always fascinated by the lives of others,
with many questions to ask. We hope that our partnership is contributing to
raising a generation of informed, empathetic and humanitarian people who will
have a special place in their heart for the people of Masasi.

Kilimani Masasi, P.O. Box 502 Masasi. Mtwara
ANNUAL LETTER 2011
Dear our beloved friends and partners.
The Community of St Mary taking this opportunity to greet you in the Name of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
We celebrated the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus on
September 8th, our Community Festival. It is through Mary that our Saviour
was able to come into the world. Together we sing to the Lord "come let us
sing to the Lord, let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation, let us come
before his presence with thanksgiving, and raise a loud shout to him with song."
At this festival we pray that just as God gave Mary the special grace of being
Mother of our Lord so he will give us his grace to make us holy in body and soul
and grace us with his humility and love.
We hope that 2011 has been full of God's blessings for you all. Our
Community is most grateful for all the help from friends near and far who have
supported us materially and financially. We thank God for these blessings.
May God bless you for your generosity.
We give thanks that our Community continues to expand and become stronger
year after year although not large in number.
This year four Candidates were admitted as postulants, and five postulants were
clothed as Novices. Four novices made their first vows and three Sisters took
final vows in Njombe Sayuni on 5th November. We hope that two more Sisters
will take final vows at Kilimani Masasi on 31st December. We could not
arrange all the professions on the same day because of some Sisters being at
school and the rainy season will make travel difficult soon.
We are very grateful for your support, which has enabled solar power to be
installed in the new building and chapel.
Sr Gloria CMM
MOTHER SUPERIOR
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REPORT ON THE CMM HOUSES
DIOCESE OF THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF CENTRAL ZAMBIA
Fiwila, Central Zambia : This year Revd Mother Gloria and two Sisters visited
the house at Fiwila in July and August. They found things very encouraging.
The Sisters have done a lot of cultivation and still have some of last year's
produce in the store while this year's is waiting to go in. They have enough food
for themselves and surplus to sell to earn money to plough back into the farm.
We praise God for that. They also have a vegetable garden with onions,
tomatoes, cabbages, Chinese cabbage, pawpaw trees, oranges and bananas.
They sell a lot of these at a reasonable price. The small shop, which they have
for the ordinary things the villagers need, is doing well. They also keep
chickens for eggs and meat, pigs and cattle which were suffering from some
complaint when we were there. They have a fishpond and bake buns for sale.
They also make wafers for communion and do church and other needlework.
They hope to ease their agricultural work by using cattle to pull the plough.
Some Sisters are working in the Guest House and they have been asked to
provide a matron for a mission secondary school at Fiwila,
Five Sisters are studying; one training as a nurse and continuing Secondary
education, two postulants are continuing their education and two candidates are
in Form I in a nearby school. They need our prayers that they may get a firm
foundation in the Religious Life.
DIOCESE OF TANGA
Tanga : We thank God that Sister Dorothy's health after her car accident in
2009 continues to improve. The car was a complete write-off. The Sisters now
have no transport to go to their farm where they were growing crops and
keeping cows and chickens. Unfortunately the Government has taken the land
and the Sisters are to be given another area, which is a long way from the Tanga
house, so we wonder what will happen. Besides the farming work the Sisters
make wafers.
Korogwe House : The Sisters at Korogwe look after the cathedral and the
church needlework department. They also sell milk and keep pigs and chickens
to earn their living. Their farmland is a long way from the town and sometimes
they have to stay on the farm. At present two Sisters are training as nurses and
one is responsible for collecting the patients’ fees at the hospital.
Kwa Mkono House : Since January this year there has been a change in the
Sisters staffing this house as those who were here before have gone to fill gaps
in other CMM houses. Now Sister Joy CMM who was at Liuli is matron at the
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Polio Hostel. The new Sister-in-Charge is Sister Agnes Margaret CMM and
Sister Nesta helps with all sorts of duties and in the parish church.
Water is a problem especially this year as the rainfall was not sufficient.
The Sisters have chickens and cows, which are looked after by the village
cowherd and they grow maize, groundnuts and cassava. They also grow maize
for the house in Dar es Salaam.
People from the village also come for services in chapel and there is a
charismatic healing group, which prays for the sick and people with other
problems. We give glory to God for the miracle of healing of sight, which
occurred in our chapel.
DIOCESE OF DAR ES SALAAM
Dar es Salaam Convent : St. Nicholas’ nursery school is next to our house and
St. Nicholas’ church in Ilala. Once again the CMM Sisters are helping with the
teaching. Sister Lucy CMM is there and numbers in the school are increasing.
To meet the needs of the parents, children are now in school until the evening
and now have a proper meal, not just porridge, at midday. The school has
started keeping chickens so that they can sell the eggs and get added nutrition
for the children. The school belongs to the Diocese of Dar Es Salaam.
The Sisters earn their keep by keeping cows for milk, chickens and ducks and
making wafers for church. The new building to house the chapel and wafer
bakery has been roofed but has come to a standstill until funds can be raised for
the remaining work. The Sisters care for orphans and widows in the area and
give milk for the children affected by HIV. They have transport problems in
collecting grass for the cow, Meribah.
DIOCESE OF SOUTH WEST TANGANYIKA
Sayuni : Our church is almost finished! Only the furnishing remains. We
already use it for celebrations at festivals when we have large congregations.
We thank all the people who have so generously given to this building and pray
that it will soon be possible to complete it.
As the area is now so forested and is not as fertile as it was there is insufficient
land for growing crops so we have found some land at Ibumi Ludewa District in
Njombe Region. It is a long way from Njombe town but we have had good
crops of maize, rice, groundnuts and tropical fruits such as oranges, pineapples,
and bananas. Our house is called IBUMI and the Novice Mistress and novitiate
have gone there and Sisters go to help with work when needed. We started work
there in 2009 and the crops have been encouraging although all the work has to
be done by hand.
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The dispensary at Sayuni is continuing well and there are plans to make it into a
health centre. We have three trained nurse Sisters working there; Sisters Cecilia,
Anjelina and Mariamu Upendo CMM.
The tree nursery, which is growing seedlings for fir trees for timber and fruit, is
doing well.
Njombe : The house is near the cathedral. Some Sisters work in the Diocesan
Health Centre, others make candles and wafers. We run a nursery school, which
will become an English medium pre and primary school next year. We are very
grateful for all the people who through their generosity have helped us to reach
this stage. We are still short of teaching materials especially books, we also
need five more classrooms to meet the demands of the project.
DIOCESE OF NEWALA
Newala : The Newala nursery school was started by the Sisters themselves and
has developed greatly. We are proud to see children who attended our nursery
school and have continued to do well in primary school, secondary school and
university. Some have trained as doctors and engineers. Parents now want to
make an English medium school. We are slowly making changes to the
buildings to meet the present need.
We help orphans and hope to be able to help albinos. Newala was our first
Mother House and from the big house there we continue to look after the
Cathedral and to make wafers. We have a tent where Sisters and other people
pray and many people are receiving help through their own or the Sisters’
prayers. One Sister works in the district hospital.
Mtwara House : One Sister is teaching in the Nursery School, which although
not ours, we helped to build through the help of funding from Switzerland.
The Sisters run their own projects such as keeping chickens and a cow and
growing vegetables to earn money. One Sister travels daily by bus to the school
in the town where she teaches.
DIOCESE OF RUVUMA
Liuli Convent : There are now three Sisters at Liuli. Some of them help at the
hospital and they also make wafers and look after the parish church. They keep
pigs and hope soon to keep cows and grow corn for food and for sale.
DIOCESE OF MASASI
Mailisita : The Mother house is busy producing food for the community by
growing crops and keeping cows, pigs, goats chickens and ducks. A lot of time
is occupied in this way. Although the rains were not good this year we thank
God that we have harvested a good amount of maize and some rice. De-husking
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these has taken a long time as we do all the work by hand. We really need some
machinery to lessen the work so that we have time for other things.
Orphans : As we wrote in our Eastertide letter about not being able to start
building the centre, we decided to start supporting the school children orphans’
education. We are glad to let you know that we visited them. We able to give
out uniforms for them : Chanikanguo school i-iii -14 children; Chisegu school
i- vii - 30 children; Namakongwa i- vii - 16 children; Magumuchila/Napata
school i-vii - 21 children
Preparations :
a) To give flour when acute need
b) To invite them to come to the convent special day
c) To give them an exercise books, pens
We had support fund from PWRDF (the Primates’ World Relief and
Development Fund) which we are using to help the orphans. We have found
a boy who is living with his blind grandmother and so has to work to support
them both. He cannot attend school, which means that he has no hope for the
future. Imagine how he must feel. There is also a small girl who is left with
her grandfather and has to look after him. She too has problems. We have
mentioned these children to our friends in the hope that we may get help for
them.
Land : We still have no solution to the problem of land in Masasi township.
The Government plans for extending the building programme are worrying.
Visits : The visit to the UK of the three Sisters was very successful. They
learned more about different Religious Communities and took part in the
Centenary Celebrations of CSP. Mother Superior and Sister Superior also
visited Malawi in September for the profession of the CSM Sisters where they
met Mother Miriam from America and the Bishop of Northern Malawi. This
was also a great success.
Rondo : The Diocesan Seminary of Masasi Diocese is at Rondo where some of
the Sisters are studying. At present seven Sisters are studying there. Two of
them take their final Form IV exams this year. We hope that two Sisters will
join form I next year.
Mtandi : At Mtandi there are two Sisters one of whom works in the bookshop
and the other in the Diocesan Office.
We have tried to keep our account brief but that is not easy when so much is
happening. We thank you once more for all your help.
With our prayers and best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
Peace and joy be with you all.
Sr Gloria CMM, MOTHER SUPERIOR
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Some years ago Bishop Patrick’s asked the Friends of Masasi if they would sponsor
Sister Josephine Joyce, one of the CMM Sisters at Mailisita,, to enable her to progress
on to Further Education. The Trustees were happy to agree to this request and after
studying at Mtwara Teacher’s Training College and working as a Primary School
teacher in Tanga for about two years, Sister Josephine Joyce went on to study at
Cornelius High School in Dar-es-Salaam. She subsequently progressed on to
St John’s University at Dodoma where she is studying for a BA in Education.
Sister Josephine Joyce has kept in close contact with the Trustees and has always been
very grateful for the support that she has received, and we felt it appropriate to print
her most recent letter.

Dear ‘Mama’ Gill!
I am greeting in the name of Jesus Christ.
I am very happy to write to you this time a lovely letter informing you of my
journey to Songea for Teaching Practice. Before doing so, am very sorry
because it is long time I did not write to you, till now I am at University four
weeks ago.
Actually I enjoyed the very much Teaching Practice which ended on 16th
September, then I went to Liuli to visit the Sisters who are living there at Lake
Nyasa. Fortunately it was my first time to reach there; Sister Neema asked me
to sink in the Lake and drink some water - I did so, and I was very happy for
that. On 29th I started my journey to Masasi to greet the Sisters before I leave to
Dodoma to continue my studying. I travelled to Dodoma on 8th October where
we started our studying on 10th October.
Our program to go to Burundi for Swahili conference did not succeed as our
fellow students there informed us that the condition is not good - there is conflict
within their country so it won’t be good for us as a visitor to go there - instead
they advised to be ready for the next year or somewhere else.
Now let me tell my Examination results as fellows:Teaching Methodology in Swahili language B+ / Business Communication B+
Ubunifu/ creative art B / Swahili Syntax B / Swahili Morphology C
International Technology C / Development Study C / Teaching Practice A
So among 8 courses scored 3 GPA.
I thank God for guiding me in my studying, I ask Him to help me a lot in this
final year to fulfil my undergraduate degree. The most important what I desire
is to be a good server in the community and the society.
Finally I usually find an important word for giving thanks to you I can not get it.
I remain saying thank you very much for all your kindness you give me and
support my studying. God bless you indeed.
With Love,
Sr Josephine Joyce CMM.
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We have received a request from Jennifer Oakley to print the following letter on behalf

of Phares Lihewe. Jennifer is a teacher at St Barnabas Church of England
Primary School in Worcester, which is linked with Mnara (Rondo)
Primary School through the British Council’s Global Partnership Scheme.
Jennifer met Phares and his wife when she visited the Rondo (her report on
the most recent visit is printed on page 27) and she has kept in touch with
them since her return.
Unfortunately the Friends are not able to offer any support to Upendo as it
is not within their remit to help individuals, unless it is at the direct request
of the Bishop. However, we have agreed to print the letter below and if
anyone feels they would like to support Upendo in her quest to train as a
nurse, they are asked to contact Jennifer direct at jellipop@hotmail.co.uk

Open Letter on behalf of Phares and Upendo Lihewe
Dear Friends
My name is Phares Lihewe and I am a teacher at Rondo Junior
Seminary an Anglican Secondary School on the Rondo Plateau, for
200 boys. I am a past pupil of Rondo Secondary and now able to
contribute to the education of the next generation. Following my
secondary education, I have been supported to gain a degree and I am
now married with a young son.
My wife Upendo feels very strongly that she would like to train as a
nurse to help the Masasi community and also provide for her family;
She has the necessary qualifications and although it would be much
easier and less expensive to train as a secretary, she believes strongly
that nursing is the profession that she has a vocation for and we are
hoping that there may be support available for her to train and be able
to contribute to the health of Masasi communities who are often
isolated and amongst the most impoverished citizens within Tanzania.
If there are any groups or individuals who would consider supporting
Upendo through her training, the Masasi community would be greatly
benefited.
Phares Lihewe
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A NEW DISPENSARY FOR THE RONDO
We have been contacted by Dr Jaap Hardeman, one of the Dutch doctors who
worked in Masasi in the 60’s and 70’s, with information on the proposed scheme
to build a new Dispensary at the Rondo.
Very detailed plans have been drawn up by the Dutch doctors, and these show
that they are hoping to construct a very impressive and well-designed building.
They have budgeted for the cost of the installation of electricity, water storage
and plumbing and some internal storage and have also taken into account the
labour, technical support and transportation costs involved.
Obviously it is not possible for us to reproduce all the plans and costings in this
issue of M&NN, but they can be accessed on the new Friends’ website.
The total cost of construction is 98,868,553.00 Tz shillings (approximately
£40,000) and Dr Hardeman tells us that the estimated cost is much higher than
the Dutch doctors had expected and four times higher than the projected cost in
2009.
One also has to bear in mind that on top of this it will be necessary to provide all
the essential medical equipment and supplies and also to provide staffing.
The Dutch doctors are liaising with both Father Stewart Kasembe Father
Emmanuel Chilumba and are very hopeful that they will be able to go ahead
with their scheme. They have already transferred €5,000 to get the project
underway and they have another €20,000 available but approximately €20,000
(nearly £21,000) is still required (see the latest information overleaf)..
There is no doubt that a new Dispensary is desperately needed at the Rondo.
We understand that at present the nearest medical facilities to the College
are a small dispensary 7 km away at Mtene, a health centre 22 km away at
Chipondo, and hospital facilities, run by the Roman Catholic Church, at
Nyangao, which is 45 km from the College, on the main road from Masasi to
Mtwara. It is estimated that nearly 8000 people are dependent on the health
services provided at St Cyprian’s – this includes not only the staff and students
at St Cyprian’s and the Junior Seminary, but also the people in the neighbouring
villages and those who farm their shambas in the countryside around. All these
people put their trust in the services that are provided by the Church, knowing
that they will receive not only treatment, but also care, hope and love.
The Friends of Masasi & Newala is not able, at the present time, to contribute
towards the building cost of the new Dispensary, but it is hoped that funding via
Action Medeor will be provided, once the Dispensary is “up and running”. If
anyone wishes to make a donation towards the cost of building the new
dispensary, they are very welcome to make donations, which can be Gift Aided,
via the Friends and the funds will then be passed on to the Dutch doctors for
them to use as they see fit.
If anyone would like further information on the proposed new Dispensary, we
suggest that they contact Jaap Hardeman on jhjhardeman@hetnet.nl.
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P.S. Since writing the above, we have heard from Canon Stewart Kasembe,
who is Health Secretary for the Diocese of Masasi; he tells us that there are
currently three members of staff at the Rondo Dispensary – Judith, the Nurse
Midwife who is now in charge of the Dispensary, Jennifer, a Nurse assistant and
Marcelina, the Dispensary attendant.
He also tells us that they have decided to reduce the building costs from
90,000,000 to 40,000,000 Tz shillings (£15,900) and have already started work
by collecting sand and stones and making cement blocks. Father Stewart is
going to the Rondo next week to supervise the work and also to take some
photographs and we hope to be able to report on the progress with the Rondo on
the Friends’ website.

REPORT ON LINK BETWEEN THE DIOCESE OF NEWALA
AND ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, BRAMHALL
It now nearly two years since the link between St Michael and All
Angels Church in Bramhall (Stockport) and the Diocese of Newala
was established and it is proving to be extremely successful.
Three members of the congregation visited Newala in 2010 and
Bishop Oscar visited Bramhall in 2011; there are tentative plans for a
visit to Newala in 2013; specific links have been made with the
Mothers’ Union and with the CMM Sisters, and financial and other
practical support has been agreed and committed for the Mothers’
Union, for ordination training and for development of Diocesan
financial administration. It is expected that the Link Group will be
able to offer ongoing support to St Michael’s Health Centre at Lulindi,
and develop a link with the Sisters.
Most recently as a direct result of a meeting at the Hereford Masasi
Day between Keith Fenwick and Peter Ramrayka, Richard Pugh, a
forensic accountant has spent nearly two weeks in the Diocese with
the aim of establishing an accounting framework for the Diocese. The
cost of this trip was partly financed by the Friends of Masasi &
Newala and a representative of the Diocese of Masasi was invited to
attend the Financial Administration Workshop which was led by
Richard Pugh. We are awaiting a full report on his visit.
The Link Group meet regularly to plan for the way forward, and to
organise fund raising events and currently they are hoping to arrange a
visit of their Youth Group and others to the Diocese in 2013.
Keith Fenwick
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FREE OFFER!
If anyone wants any messages taken - or very small packets to
go in my rucksack - I am off to Masasi with my wife, Gill, for
two weeks in September.
The money that everyone generously donated for the Riders
for Health project in 2003 has nearly run out. We are going
there to take pictures of the project in action and hear from the
nurses about what they do and how it makes a difference.
There are currently six bikes in the Diocese of Masasi and
Newala. They are funded by gifts from this country.
We shall be speaking with Bishop Patrick, Canon Stewart
Kasembe (Diocesan Health Secretary) and Dismas Omari, the
itinerant eye-nurse, and visiting Chidya, Rondo, Luatala,
Newala, the Mtandi Blind School, the CMM sisters at Maili
Sita and the Diocesan Health Centre at Mtandi.
If any church would like to support the Riders for Health
project in these two Dioceses and has any questions you
would like us to ask when we are there, please let us know.
Riders for Health, based in both Northamptonshire and
Harare, is an imaginative charity which enables health care
and health education to reach remote rural areas in Africa
by putting nurses on motor-bikes. It provides free practical,
though not financial, support to the project in
Masasi/Newala. Do look at their fascinating website:
www.riders.org and click on Tanzania.
Tim Brooke
80 Broadway
Coventry CV5 6NU
024 7667 9126
brooke@care4free.net
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FRIENDS OF MASASI AND
NEWALA CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Charity No. 1009963

GIFT AID DECLARATION
I wish my donation to the Friends of Masasi & Newala
to be treated as Gift Aid
Name : _______________________________________
Address : ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Amount of donation : ___________
Date of donation : ________________________
Signature : ______________________

Date : ______________________

Please tick as necessary :
If possible I would like the Trust to use the funds I have donated
for the benefit of the Diocese of Masasi
If possible I would like the Trust to use the funds I have donated
for the benefit of the Diocese of Newala

I would like the funds I have donated to be used for the following purpose :

I am happy for the Trustees to use the money as they see fit.

I know that I must pay an amount of Income / Capital Gains Tax at least equal
to the tax The Friends of Masasi & Newala will reclaim on my donation.
Please send to the Secretary, Mrs Gill Hucker, 6 Erme Park, Ermington, Ivybridge, Devon
PL21 9LY
Telephone : 01548 830407
Email : gillhucker@btinternet.com
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